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Executive Secretary 

24 Mar '87 


3637 ( 10 - 81 ) 


Dot* 
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Central Intelligence Agency 
Office Of The Deputy Director 

24 March 1987 

TO: Director, Public Affairs 

The attached is already on the calendar. 

I send you the original for your files. 


STAT 
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THE BALTIMORE SI N 

Washington Bureau 

March 19, 1987 



Mr. Robert M. Gates, Acting Director 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20505 


Dear Mr. Gates: 


■“**»: -it* s lh s Su - s r st 

you accepted the invitation. P 1 22 ‘ We are Phased 

f s "Yh: 

be on. of two reporter. In the running should she decide to go 

wii-h y, one ose a piece I did a few months back on Ollie North 
me! too! S °" e COm ”° n r °° tS ’ that ” ay “S' something about’ 

I've been with The Sun, or its sister paper, the Evening Sun, since 
legislature aY YYYl Ys! Y 

S = h"l\Yd?d slii°sh“t H ”™y d „r!“; g ! hUn9 ar °" nd thS Ke ""^* r ’ 

Worker S C °ike^s e g S * blza^r^irinJo^Lr^fu^t^d Mine 

worKers, Ike’s grandson, a stranqe clerir ana eu . 1 

yacht Sequoia. cienc and the old presidential 


December e i e was h assigned H temD Sln ^ March 1983, however, this past f EXEC 
the Xran-^YaYY Y* " P ° rti " 9 “!l\S 


doing now. 
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No one likes surprises, least of all me, so I should apprise you of 
the following: Shortly before my tour in Vietnam was due to end, 
the tracked vehicle I was riding on hit a landmine that ignited the 
vehicle's fuel cells. I was caught in the blast of flame and severely 
disfigured. A lot of surgery has improved the situation, but not 
all that much. 


At any rate, I'm glad you'll be joining us at the dinner. I apologize 
for not getting this note off sooner. I know you're busy and may 
not have time, but if you'd like to get together for lunch or a 
drink after work in advance of the dinner I'd love to do it. But 
I'll leave that up to you. 
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The shaping of Ollie North 


J By Robert Timberg 


Washington 


I don’t know Ollie North, at least not well, but 
think 1 know who he is and the institution 
and events that shaped him. 

Lt. Col. Oliver L. North and 1 both attendci 
the U S. Naval Academy In Annapolis. He grad 
uated in 1968. four years after me. We both wen 
Marine infantry officers In Vietnam in the 1960s hi: 
tour reportedly characterized by heroic exploits. mini 
largely mundane. 

I later became a newspaper reporter, but 011i< 
stayed in the Marine Corps, moving into increasing!} 
more responsible positions. In 1981. he became a 
member of President Reagan s National Securitv 
Council staff. Now he looks to be in big trouble. 

The president and his attorney general. Edwin W 
Mecse HI. and others say that Ollie was at the heart of 
a secret White House operation in which funds from 
U.S. arms sales to Iran were funneled to the Nicara- 
guan “contras." 

The president has denied any knowledge of the 
operation. Even so. it has become a dagger aimed at 
the heart of his presidency, one that has undermined 
his credibility and raised serious questions about his 
b°am^ tCnCe And North ’ ' ve re t0,c1 ' is mostly to 

At the White House, it’s been said. Ollie became 
the proverbial rogue elephant, dreaming up novel 
schemes to obtain the release of American hostages 
;n Iran or to fund the contras, then recklessly execut- 
es them without informing his superiors. 

He may have done all that and more. In the past 


Sun Mr - Timbcr g covers the White House for 



two weeks, he has taken on almost legendary dimei 
s»ons. but even before the latest revelations his NS 
colleagues often wondered what Ollie was up to T< 
day. t he world wonders, me Included. 


At the same time, it’s hard not to reflect on our 
common background — Annapolis, the Marine 
Coiys. Vietnam — a series of experiences we shared 
with a few hundred others, a few of whom we keep In 
touch with, most of whom weve lost track of, some of 
whom are no longer with us. 

Because those experiences came at a relatively 
impressionable age. and because they were so In- 
tense. It strikes me that a look at some of the ele- 
ments that tie Ollie. me and the others together might 
help illuminate his reasons for acting as he did. If hie 
did. 

A word of caution. There is a stereotypical mid- 
shipman, Just as there is a stereotypical Marine. If we 
all looked alike in our uniforms, we were no less 
individuals for that. And the last thing I want to do Is 
deprive Ollie of his individuality, for better or for 
worse. 

On our first day at the academy, after they shaved 
off our hair, we received a pamphlet entitled, "A Mes- 
sage to Garcia." It was about Teddv Roosevelt dis- 
patching someone, whose name I long ago forgot, to 
Cuba, 1 think, with a message for someone named 
Garcia, whoever he was. 

As 1 recall, the next thing Teddy Roosevelt heard 
was that Garcia had gotten whatever he was sup- 
posed to get. The messenger had taken the missive 
and gone on his way without bothering Roosevelt 
with questions about how to do it or even, I think 
asking who Garcia was. He Just figured it all out. 

If the details are hazy, the theme remains crystal 
clear to this day. When a commander gives you a 
lawful order, you don’t hem and haw and talk the 
thing to death. You just go do it. and report back 
when you’ve accomplished your mission. 

From event hlng I know about him. Ollie North 
was the kind of officer who look the message to 

Sec NORTH. 3' . Col. 4 
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Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C 
(703) 482-7676 


George V. Lauder 

Director, Public Affairs 


ER 87 


STAT 


5 February 1987 



Bob Timberg, BALTIMORE SUN, called to 
Invite you to the White House Correspondents 
Association dinner on Wednesday, 22 April. 


He said you accepted, but later had to 
decline his invitation last year. He wants you 
to feel under no obligation to him this year, as 
he recognizes you may have closer relationships 
to other journalists. Nonetheless, he extends 
the invitation. 


Accept 

Decline 



STAT 
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